Proper 23 - Year B
Closest to October 12
Job 23:1-9,16-17 

Ps. 22:1-15 
or 
Amos 5:6-7,10-15

Ps. 90:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Collect:  
Proper  23

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Book of Job 

23: 1-9, 16-17

Then Job answered: “Today also my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy despite my groaning. Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even to his dwelling! I would lay my case before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. I would learn what he would answer me, and understand what he would say to me. Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? No; but he would give heed to me. There an upright person could reason with him, and I should be acquitted forever by my judge.  “If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him; on the left he hides, and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right, but I cannot see him.
“God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me; If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness would cover my face!”


Psalm    
22: 1 - 15
1  
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? *

 

and are so far from my cry

 

and from the words of my distress?

2  
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; *

 

by night as well, but I find no rest.

3  
Yet you are the Holy One, *

 

enthroned upon the praises of Israel.

4  
Our forefathers put their trust in you; *

 

they trusted, and you delivered them.

5  
They cried out to you and were delivered; *

 

they trusted in you and were not put to shame.

6  
But as for me, I am a worm and no man, *

 

scorned by all and despised by the people.

7  
All who see me laugh me to scorn; *

 

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,

8  
“He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; *

 

let him rescue him, if he delights in him.”

9  
Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, *

 

and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.

10  
I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; *

 

you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.

11  
Be not far from me, for trouble is near, *

 

and there is none to help.

12  
Many young bulls encircle me; *

 

strong bulls of Bashan surround me.

13  
They open wide their jaws at me, *

 

like a ravening and a roaring lion.

14  
I am poured out like water;


all my bones are out of joint; *

 

my heart within my breast is melting wax.

15  
My mouth is dried out like a pot sherd;


my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; *

 

and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.



OR

The Book of Amos 
5: 6-7, 10-15
Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground! 
They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate. Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time. Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Psalm    
90: 12 - 17
12  
So teach us to number our days *

 

that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

13  
Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? *

 

be gracious to your servants.

14  
Satisfy us by your loving kindness in the morning; *

 

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

15  
Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *

 

and the years in which we suffered adversity.

16  
Show your servants your works *

 

and your splendor to their children.

17  
May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; *

 

prosper the work of our hands;

 

prosper our handiwork. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
4: 12 - 16
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

The Gospel according to Mark 
10: 17 - 31
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.  Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 二 十 主 日 

祝 文   
合 時 儀 文  第 二 十 三 式
主啊，求你常施恩惠，在前引導我們，在後扶持我們，使我們能專心去做善事；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們。
約 伯 記

23: 1-9, 16-17
約伯回答說：“如今我的哀告還算為悖逆；我的責罰比我的唉哼還重。惟願我能知道在哪裡可以尋見上帝，能到他的台前，我就在他面前將我的案件陳明，滿口辯白。我必知道他回答我的言語，明白他向我所說的話。他豈用大能與我爭辯嗎？必不這樣！他必理會我。在他那裡，正直人可以與他辯論；這樣，我必永遠脫離那審判我的。只是我往前行，他不在那裡；往後退，也不能見他。他在左邊行事，我卻不能看見；在右邊隱藏，我也不能見他。

上帝使我喪膽，全能者使我驚惶。我的恐懼，不是因為黑暗，也不是因為幽暗蒙蔽我的臉。
詩  篇    
22: 1 - 15 

1
我的上帝，我的上帝！為甚麼離棄我？*



為甚麼上帝遠離不救我？不聽我唉哼的言語？

2
我的上帝啊，我白日呼求，你不應允，*



夜間呼求，並不住聲。

3
但你是聖潔的，*



是用以色列的讚美為寶座的。

4
我們的祖宗倚靠你；*



他們倚靠你，你便解救他們。

5
他們哀求你，便蒙解救；*



他們倚靠你，就不羞愧。

6
但我是蟲，不是人，*



被眾人羞辱、被百姓藐視。

7
凡看見我的都嗤笑我；*



他們撇嘴搖頭，說：

8
他把自己交託耶和華，耶和華可以救他吧！*



耶和華既喜悅他，可以搭救他吧！

9
但你是叫我出母腹的；*



我在母懷裡，你就使我有倚靠的心。

10
我自出母胎就被交在你手裡；*



從我母親生我，你就是我的上帝。

11
求你不要遠離我！因為急難臨近了，*



沒有人幫助我。

12
有許多公牛圍繞我，*



巴珊大力的公牛四面困住我。

13
他們向我張口，*



好像抓撕吼叫的獅子。

14
我如水被倒出來，


我的骨頭都脫了節；*



我心在我裡面如蠟鎔化．

15
我的精力枯乾，如同瓦片；


我的舌頭貼在我牙床上。*



你將我安置在死地的塵土中。

或
阿 摩 司 書

5: 6-7, 10-15
要尋求耶和華，就必存活，免得他在約瑟家像火發出，在伯特利焚燒，無人撲滅。你們這使公平變為茵蔯、將公義丟棄於地的。
你們怨恨那在城門口責備人的，憎惡那說正直話的。你們踐踏貧民，向他們勒索麥子；你們用鑿過的石頭建造房屋，卻不得住在其內；栽種美好的葡萄園，卻不得喝所出的酒。我知道你們的罪過何等多，你們的罪惡何等大。你們苦待義人，收受賄賂，在城門口屈枉窮乏人。所以通達人見這樣的時勢，必靜默不言，因為時勢真惡。你們要求善，不要求惡，就必存活。這樣，耶和華萬軍之上帝必照你們所說的，與你們同在。要惡惡好善，在城門口秉公行義，或者耶和華萬軍之上帝向約瑟的餘民施恩。

詩  篇    
90: 12 - 17
12
求你指教我們怎樣數算自己的日子，*



好叫我們得著智慧的心。

13
耶和華啊，我們要等到幾時呢？*



求你轉回，為你的僕人後悔。

14
求你使我們早早飽得你的慈愛，*



好叫我們一生一世歡呼喜樂。

15
求你照著你使我們受苦的日子，*



和我們遭難的年歲，叫我們喜樂。

16
願你的作為向你僕人顯現；*



願你的榮耀向他們子孫顯明。

17
願主─我們上帝的榮美歸於我們身上；*



願你堅立我們手所作的工；



我們手所作的工，願你堅立。

希 伯 來 書  

4: 12 - 16
上帝的道是活潑的，是有功效的，比一切兩刃的劍更快，甚至魂與靈、骨節與骨髓，都能刺入、剖開，連心中的思念和主意都能辨明。並且被造的沒有一樣在他面前不顯然的；原來萬物在那與我們有關係的主眼前，都是赤露敞開的。我們既然有一位已經升入高天尊榮的大祭司，就是上帝的兒子耶穌，便當持定所承認的道。因我們的大祭司並非不能體恤我們的軟弱，他也曾凡事受過試探，與我們一樣；只是他沒有犯罪。所以我們只管坦然無懼地來到施恩的寶座前，為要得憐恤，蒙恩惠，作隨時的幫助。

馬 可 福 音

10: 17 - 31
耶穌出來行路的時候，有一個人跑來，跪在他面前，問他說：“良善的夫子，我當做甚麼事才可以承受永生？”耶穌對他說：“你為甚麼稱我是良善的？除了上帝一位之外，再沒有良善的。誡命你是曉得的：不可殺人，不可姦淫，不可偷盜，不可作假見證，不可虧負人，當孝敬父母。”他對耶穌說：“夫子，這一切我從小都遵守了。”耶穌看著他，就愛他，對他說：“你還缺少一件，去變賣你所有的，分給窮人，就必有財寶在天上；你還要來跟從我。”他聽見這話，臉上就變了色，憂憂愁愁地走了，因為他的產業很多。耶穌周圍一看，對門徒說：“有錢財的人進上帝的國是何等地難哪！”門徒希奇他的話。耶穌又對他們說：“小子，倚靠錢財的人進上帝的國是何等的難哪！駱駝穿過針的眼，比財主進上帝的國還容易呢。”門徒就分外希奇，對他說：“這樣，誰能得救呢？”耶穌看著他們，說：“在人是不能，在上帝卻不然，因為上帝凡事都能。”彼得就對他說：“看哪，我們已經撇下所有的跟從你了。”耶穌說：“我實在告訴你們：人為我和福音撇下房屋，或是弟兄、姐妹、父母、兒女、田地，沒有不在今世得百倍的，就是房屋、弟兄、姐妹、母親、兒女、田地，並且要受逼迫；在來世必得永生。然而，有許多在前的，將要在後；在後的，將要在前。”
